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over it, having swallowed, about a couple of hours before,
some inctjoon^ or sweetened bhung, or subzee, which is admi-
nistered with the double view of intoxicating him, so as to
prevent his crying much, and of acting as an anodyne to
mitigate his sufferings.
At the time when the operation is to take place, a few
friends and relatives are invited, and some of them hold the
boy firmly, while the barber, (whose office it is,) with a sharp
razor performs the operation. The moment it is over, the
child is desired to vociferate aloud, three times, the word
" deen? (religion) ; and, by way of coaxing the boy, they
direct him to slap the operator for having put him to so
much pain. Besides, they get one of the nearest and most
respectable relations to chew some betel leaves (which
colours the spittle red), and spit on the wourfd the instant
it is made, in order to make the boy believe that the red fluid
is spittle, and not blood; and they endeavour to quiet him
by assuring him that it is such a one who has merely spit
upon him. After that, the boy, through shame, remains
quiet; or, if he be mischievous, he loads him with abuse.
After the operation, the barber applies some suitable
dressing to the wound, which heals in the course of a week.
He then receives his professional fee of a rupee or two.
While the ceremony is performing, some rice or ready
money, together with a couple of chaplets of flowers* pan-
sooparee and sundul, are placed near them. After all is
over, the wreaths of flowers are thrown over the barber's
head, some sundul is applied to his neck,. * the rice, the
earthen pot, and red handkerchief are given to him in a
present. Should, however, the boy have been seated on a
chair, the latter is not given away*                ?i
When a boy is circumcised, if his parents are poor, they
give him nothing to eat save rotee or muleeda, and sometimes